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• Peter Lineen, Chief Operating Officer,  

• BC Forest Safety Council, 14months, Nanaimo/BC 

• Western Forest Products, Weyerhaeuser, Oil & Gas 

 

 

Agenda 

• History of the BC Forest Safety Council  

• Recent Results  

• Overview of Council Operations 

•  Support to the Pellet Industry 

Background &  Agenda 
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Financial Post  
Front Page  

December 10, 2005 
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Wood Pellet Association of Canada 



Financial Post Article ï December 10, 2005 
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– Government Task Force – “Forest Safety Task Force” (‘04) 
• Report to Minister of Labour -- Series of 20 Recommendations & Action Plan(’04/Jan) 

– Forest Safety Accord & Industry Communiqué (’04/Jan) 

– A Fatality Summit Convened – All industry cross section 

– Develop an Industry Safety ‘Association’ (‘05) 
• Non profit society funded by industry through WorkSafeBC 

• Started in late ’05 

– Initial Focus – Forestry Sector (intent to eventually include 
Manufacturing) 

– Primary Mandate – Eliminate Fatalities and Serious Injuries 

 

 

Recent History on the BC Harvesting Safety Situation 
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Public and Government Pressure for Change 
Regulatory, Coroner, Families, Interest Groups......... 

1. Cultural Change – Action #1 - The 
Development of a Sector-Wide 
Health and Safety Accord 
2. Assured Capacity – Action #2 - The 
Development of a Sector-Wide 
Health and Safety Infrastructure 
3. Shared Responsibility – Action #3 - 
Promotion and Implementation 
of Cascading Responsibilities 
4. Rigorous Implementation – Action #4 – 
Creation of an 
Implementation Team 



• Harvesting Fatalities have dropped by almost half from the seven 
year period up to 2005 from an average of 21.6 per year compared to 
11.5 in the period 2006 to 2009 

• The Lost Time Incident Rate for rate group DR (forestry) has dropped 
by 45% from 6.4 in 2005 to 3.5 in 2009 

• The Serious Injury Rate (greater than 30 days) has dropped by 40% in 
the same period 

•  WCB base rate trend for rate group DR (forestry operations):  

 

– 2005 - $11.39  

– 2010 - $8.61 

– 2011 –  $8.49   

 

Five Years Later – Progress Is Being Made 

25% 
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Claims Registered Rate 1999 to 2010 

2nd Quarter CRR
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` 

The number of claims per 100,000 cubic meters of wood cut is dropping significantly 

BC Harvesting Claims Registered Rate 
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Source:  WSBC/MOFR 



November 1, 2010 

WSBC Accepted Harvesting Fatality Claims 
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s 21.6 average 

11.5 average 

Year of injury same, and prior, to year accepted. Does not include industrial diseases 
Information Provided courtesy of WorkSafeBC 
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BC Forest Safety Council  

April 25th, 
2011 



Funded by Industry for the Industry 
(36c/$100). Funds collected by 
WorkSafeBC. 
 
Budget via 3 streams.  
 
Work directed by BOD – multiyear 
funding contract 
 
Council administered through WSBC  
contract. 
 
One of Several ‘Certifying Partners’ in BC 
 
At present does not include 
Manufacturing sector.  
 
Two offices & ~ 25 Staff 
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Two primary service areas: 
1. Health and Safety Association 
2. Certifying Partner 

 
Health and Safety Association 

•  Training 
•  Standards development 
•  Industry interest with regulator 
•  Consultation services 
•  Prevention activities 

 
Certifying Partner 

•  Delivery of an industry safety 
audit system. Certification. Natural 
alignment 

 
Model similar to other jurisdictions 
Ontario, NS, NB, AB, Nfld.  

BC Forest Safety Council at a Glance 



You are making a difference – keep it going!! 

 
BCFSC -- Board of Directors 
 
1. Reynold Hert,  Acting Chair  & CEO 
2. MaryAnne Arcand Central Interior Logging Association (CILA)  
3. Rick Jeffery Coast Forest Products Association (Coast Forest)  
4. Anne Mauch Council of Forest Industries (COFI)  
5. Reid Hedlund Interior Logging Association (ILA)  
6. Jim Hackett Interior Lumber Manufacturers’ Association (ILMA)  
7. Bill Sauer  North West Loggers Association (NWLA)  
8. Dave Lewis Truck Loggers Association (TLA)  
9. Mike Hennigan Western Fallers’ Association (WFA)  
10. John Betts Western Silvicultural Contractors’ Association (WSCA)  
11. Dave Peterson Ministry of Forests and Range (MOFR)  
12. Shawn Flynn Federation of BC Woodlot Associations (FBCWA)  
13. Jack McLeman BC Community Forest Association (BCCFA)  

14. Ron Corbeil United Steelworkers - IWA Council (USWA-IWA)  

15. Peter Sprout Contract Fallers' Association of BC  
Participant/Observers 
• Vincent Russell WorkSafeBC  (WSBC) 

Board of Directors  – BC Forest Safety Council 
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•  Government 

•  Major Producers 

•  Harvesting Contractors 

•  Tenure Holders  

•  Silviculture 

•  Union 

•  Some Manufacturing 

•  Regional makeup 

http://www.cila.bc.ca/
http://www.coastforest.org/index.html
http://www.cofi.org/
http://www.interiorlogging.org/
http://www.ilma.com/
http://www.northwestloggers.org/
http://www.tla.ca/
http://wfabc.tripod.com/
http://www.wsca.ca/
http://www.gov.bc.ca/bvprd/bc/channel.do?action=ministry&channelID=-8385&navId=NAV_ID_province
http://www.woodlot.bc.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.bccfa.ca/
http://www.worksafebc.com/


Forest Industry Safety Associations – November 2010 Roundtable 

Technical Advisory 
Committees 
•  Handfallers 
•  SAFE Companies 
•  Transportation 
•  Manufacturing 
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BC Forest Safety Council  

Ombudsman 

(Roger Harris) 

CEO 

(Reynold Hert) 

COO 

(Peter Lineen) 

Director Safety Services 

(Stephen Chaplin) 

Manager  Training & 
Program Development 

(Vacant) 

Training & Development 
Advisor 

(Laura Maguire) 

Training Program 
Coordinator 

(Gary Banys) 

Falling Safety Advisor 

(Vacant) 

Program Coordinator 

(Allison Thompson) 

Falling Certification 
Coordinator 

(Wendy Gaskill) 

Audit Administrator  

Falling Certification 
Program     

  (Fiona MacInnes) 

Senior Safety Advisor 

(Martin Ridgway) 

Safety Advisor 

(Kim Taylor) 

Safety Advisor 

(Susan Everitt) 

Safety Advisor 

(Vacant) 

Safety Advisor 

(Derek Nelson) 

Safety Advisor 

(Vacant) 

Safety Advisor 

(Stacey Sproule) 

Director Transportation 

(Chuck Carter) 

Admin Assistant 

(Kathleen Meise) 

Program 

Coordinator 

(Kate Montague) 

Business Manager 

(Rob Moonen) 

Registrar & Database 
Coordinator 

 (Laurel Laturnus) 

Audit Administrator   

   (Clare Craig) 

SAFECO Admin Assistant 
Contract Position 

(Tine McLennan) 

Program Assistant     

     (Kelly Milholm) 

Information& 
Communication 

Coordinator (ICT) 

(Neil Smith) 

Senior Advisor Fallers 
Safety 

(Bill Bolton) 

Transitional Role until  

Dec 31, 2010 

CFO 

(Pat Denham) 

Senior Admin Assistant 

(Janet Marks) 

Receptionist 

(Jennifer Caron) 

Effective November 8th, 2010 
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Forest Worker  
Development 

8000 

Company Safety 
Certification 

2500 

Supervisor 
Certification 

 

Hand Faller 
Certification 

2300 

Transportation 

Standards 
Consultation 

Communication 
Regulatory Interface 

Research 



November 1, 2010 

Whatôs making the Difference 

• Increased Expectation to manage safety 

- Requirement for SAFE Certification 

• Standards & Training in Supervision  

• Increased Awareness (training and 1:1 coaching) 

• Overall attitude change ï seeing this country wide 

• Smaller industry in downturn ï more experienced 
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November 1, 2010 

USW Wood Council Conference 

We still have work to do. 

 

Although the numbers are improving, six people 

died last year & two people this year in the BC 

Forest Industry. 

 

Our serious injury rate has decreased, but is still 

more than twice as high as the provincial average. 
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Wood Pellet Association of Canada 



Risks ..... 

Fire and Explosion Risk... 
Insurability (R+ harvesting/hauling) 

Customer Expectations ..... 

Regulatory intervention....  

Cost factors .... WSBC, losses... 
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Safety Opportunities - Pellet/Biomass Sector 

Options....... 

Growth business ..... scalable 
solutions 

Manage it now or later.... 

Discussions with Gordon and 
Staffan 

Support from Council BOD with 
Pellet Sector 

Funding Approved by Council   

In BCFSC 2011 Workplan – Active  

Wants and Needs.....  
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BC Forest Safety Council  
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BC Pellet Operations – WCB Premium Rate Profiles 2008 -- 2011 
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Current WCB Base Rate ~ $2 / $100 payroll 

$2 .... influenced by all companies 

2011 Roughly 50% of pellet companies above the $2 point 

Good performance = 50% discount 

Poor performance = 100% surcharge 

$1.33 

$2.04 



Wood Pellet Association of Canada, Vancouver May 11th, 2011 

Safety Opportunities - Pellet/Biomass Sector 

Project 
Design a practical safety management 

system 

Practices, procedures, controls, checklists 

Allows for user customization 

Allows for & leads to SAFE Certification 

Supports Injury and Cost reduction 

Scalable across multiple jurisdictions 

A build on work started by Staffan M. 

 

Activities Underway 
Seed funding secured $70,000.00 

Council resource staff identified 

Project plan assembled 

Contractor retained 

Operations orientation underway 

Design and build work over next 
6months 



Ongoing Relationship ?  

      Informal                                              Formal  

 

 

   BC Focused                                Nationally Focused 
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BC Forest Safety Council  
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Wood Pellet Association of Canada 

Questions /  Discussion 

 

• Peter Lineen 

• 250-739-5178 

• lineen@bcforestsafe.org 

• www.bcforestsafe.org 

 

 

mailto:lineen@bcforestsafe.org
http://www.bcforestsafe.org/
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British Columbia Pellet Industry – WCB Premium History and Trend  
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